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sector committed $2 billion to this endeavor.
All we had to do was to put up the $100 million
and the prospect of the tax benefits. How did
it happen? Because of the energy generated at
the local level just because the Federal Govern-
ment said we want to help you decide your
own future for a change. And I tell you, as
you probably heard on the telephone call, I’ve
been in the hills and hollows of Kentucky. I
have walked up and down the poorest commu-
nities in America in the Mississippi Delta. I
have been all over south Texas. I know those
places. And they have good, smart people, too.
And their children deserve a future, too. And
all we did was to give them a chance to figure

out how they can make a better future for them-
selves.

Now, that’s what this administration is all
about. That’s what public life is all about out
there on the main streets of America. And what
we ought to do at this Christmas season is make
a new year’s resolution that next year with the
middle class bill of rights, with more responsi-
bility, with more empowerment, with more op-
portunity, that’s what we’re going to make public
life like in Washington for a change.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:17 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Statement on the Death of Dean Rusk
December 21, 1994

Today we mourn the passing of Dean Rusk,
who served our Nation with dignity and with
strength as Secretary of State under Presidents
Kennedy and Johnson. Dean Rusk belonged to
that great generation of Americans who helped
guide our Nation and its allies through the dan-
gerous years of the cold war. The world has
changed immeasurably since he served at the
side of Presidents, but the principles he helped
forge—steadfast American promotion of free-
dom and opposition to tyranny—are as vital as
ever.

Dean Rusk’s decency, and his loyalty to the
Presidents whom he served and to those who

served under him, remains a source of inspira-
tion. When he concluded his 8 years as Sec-
retary of State—the second longest tenure of
any American who served in that position—
President Johnson awarded him the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, and he said, ‘‘The man who
has served me most intelligently, faithfully, and
nobly is Dean Rusk.’’

We will always treasure Dean Rusk’s contribu-
tion to the United States. And we will honor
his memory by always striving to emulate his
example.

Statement on the Pacific Northwest Forest Plan
December 21, 1994

Today a U.S. District Court upheld the
Northwest Forest Plan. This decision allows us
to continue to move forward in pursuit of my
commitment to the people and the environment
of the Pacific Northwest and northern Cali-
fornia.

For years, gridlock over the management of
public forest lands created an uncertain future
for the people of the region. It was a problem

my administration inherited, and one that we
made a priority to solve.

Just 7 months after the announcement of the
forest plan, much has already been done. Unem-
ployment for the entire region is at its lowest
level in years, millions of dollars have been dis-
tributed to more than 100 communities for eco-
nomic revitalization, and work is underway to
analyze and restore damaged watersheds and
protect millions of acres of old-growth habitat.
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